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Come I'rﬁlm_t;

amsiruction Seems High When |
Figured on Dollar Basis

;Chamcter of Facade
| Dominated by Details

'Entrances, Windows and Cornice Leading Factors
in Architectural Treatment of Dwellings;

Fact Is Construction Is as Cheap as Before the War;
Money Then Bought More Than It Does To-day; |
Contractors Working Close to Pre-War Levels

By Harlow Lewis | Rumber of hushels ©f wheat. MHis

Congiderstions of cost are undoubt-
edly still uppermest in the minds of
those, who have been following The
Tribune's “Own Your Own Home” cam-
paign. A letter from an anxious in-
quirer contains the following vers
pertinent query:

“Where ¢oes ull the money go that
to-dsy's bouse calls for? It would Lo
very interesting and instruckive to have
sn anaiysis ol the cost, so the layman
wonld know what makes such a largn
outlay &
ingide stuff.”

There 1s no mystery about presant
day costs of building. The “inside
stuff’ seems to simmer down to the
same thing whether one considers the

uiidings I 8 ! el [ g
cost of buiidings, the cost of munifac. | has been n constantly varying quantity

tured articies, the cost of farm prod-
uets, the cos® of tranaportation or ths
cost of any other commodity in com-
mon daily use. And at least 90 per
cent of the answer i3 to be found in the

deszary. Let us in on the |

'a_-hent_tu-day would bring him in the
New York market anproximately $13-
800. 1In 1918 the same auality of wheat
would have saold for approximetely
$5.400. The difference hetween these
tWo amounts, $5400, or 65 per cent of
the 1313 price, (epresents very closaly
the difference hetwden cust of a
Nounse In 1013 and in 1921, Frow the
point of view of the farmer;, wo sea,
thercfore, thut Lis hopge costs him no
more to-day than it would have cost
him in 1913. The farmer probably
realizes this fact more elearly than
any other type of man in the com-
munity, because he is used to doing
his thinking in terms Of a bushel of
wheat and not in terms of a dollar.
[he rest of us forget that the dollae

for the last seven years and for thas
Teason has not been an accurate meas-
ure of valups,

A very interesting and instructive
chart has been prepired by Manks and

|
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i Cost of Cohstmction, $10,700

What Wall Spacing Means

| By H. H. Hobart
Oy Curtis Compantes, Tueg,

| Exterior details; such as entraneces,

|'windows and cornice, determine the

| character of a building. OF these the

spucing, design and proportions of she

| Windows arc probably the most impor-; it was 4 fault of the frame rather than

tant. Whatever its type, a house with
| windows wrongly propuortioned or badiy
| grouped presents a poor appearance.

| Neither ingenuity of plan nor care
| in exterior proportion:z can overcoms
the disuster caused by an unfortunste

marily intended to light the interior of

|- house, they are an important element |

| of design. It is not so much & guestion
of the design as it is of fixing the
|‘amount of window ares relatively to
| the wall space. The kmaller the open-
ings, too, the greater is the protection

treatment of windows. Though pri- |

sy to manage, and the amount of wal!

| space which we propose to devote to

windows can be accurately and grace-
fully secured by using thiz form of
opening.”

Wa often hear the objection ad-
vanced that casements are not so
waather-tight as double-hung windows.
This feult has existed in the past, but

the casement itself.

In n recent article on this page Har-
low Lewis said: “In zero weather prac-
tically one pound of coal out of every
four pounds burned in the ordinary
small dwelling house goes to conteract
the effect of window leakage.” and said
thut often there was a good deal of
truth in the statement that we are
“heating all outdoors.” Because tho
window opening is 50 important a fac-
tor in the comfort of a house, special
eare has to be taken in its installation.
Not a little weather-prodfness may be
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the estimate will hold very closely for
most of The Tribune houses. A study
of these costs will answer the quEs-

tion raized in the letter quoted above. |

Lahorp Material
Maponry work—
Breavation and backfll $425.00

chart to have occurred in April, 1020, |

whith i probably somewhat later than

o similar elart prepared for ihe New

Yorl district alone would show, At |

that time the inereane in the four
items charted was as Followa:
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hiad with

of two separate movable sash fitted
intp a frame. The principal points of
advantage of such a window are ease

of operation, adaptability to the use of |

screens, blinds und storm sash, weather-
tightness and durability. Architects,

wood to deciy. White pine is the most
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frame should have the blind stop rab-
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MAKES THE BEST CONCRETE FOR: fered a choice of designs of the correct architectural The H. W, COVERT COMPANY
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ASK YOUR DEALER FOR IT. IF HE CANNOT Curtis Companies Incorporated
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RICHARDSON g BOYNTONCO.

260 5th Ave.. New York
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